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nucleus of whole-time salaried officers. The Allied Powers (War
Service) Act, 1942, provided that the National Service Acts, 1939 to
1941y might apply to the nationals of allied States who were not
serving in their own forces. Thus was rapidly built up by a series of
elaborate statutory provisions, partly Acts of Parliament, partly
Defence Regulations and orders and directions issued thereunder,
the conception of national service for total war. So far as compulsory
military service for males is concerned the liability to serve was
governed by the National Service Acts, 1939-1942 until the end of
1948 when the National Service Act, 1947, was due to come into
operation. The whole of the relevant statute law was meanwhile
consolidated in the National Service Act, 1948,1 The exemptions
in favour of conscientious objectors and certain other classes are
continued and there are provisions against persons being penalised
as regards employment prior to as well as after service.
B.
Composition and Discipline of the Royal Marines, Nayy and R.AJF.
The Royal Marines, a force of infantry and artillery, form part Royal
of the regular forces and are liable for general service on board ship Marines-
and on shore. Although this force is raised and maintained by the
Admiralty for naval service, its discipline and regulation is pro-
vided for by the Army Act. When on board one of Her Majesty's
ships a marine also comes under the Naval Discipline Acts. There is
also a Royal Marines Forces Volunteer Reserve.
The Navy is the senior branch of the forces, but its constitutional The Royal
interest is less. Unlike the Army, the Navy did not in former times Navy-
come under the suspicion of Parliament. There is no reason to
suppose that naval service was regarded as less burdensome than
service in the Army, or that naval discipline could be enforced with-
out interfering with the common law rights of the sailor as citizen.
But the Navy had never been used by the King to coerce Parliament
and so was not included in the prohibition in the Bill of Rights against
a standing armed force. It has remained a prerogative force main-
tained on a permanent footing. So much is this so that the recruit-
ment of the Navy by impressment has never been declared illegal,
though the press-gang has, of course, long fallen into disuse. Enlist-
ment is governed by the Naval Enlistment Acts, 1835 to 1884, and
discipline by the Naval Discipline Act, 1866, as subsequently
amended. Both types of enactment are permanent and do not come
under annual review by Parliament for renewal. Conditions of ser-
vice and regulations for discipline closely resemble those applicable
1 P. 405, ante.

